
Dear Board of Regents,

A Seawolf sweep of the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
(GNAC) championships by men’s 
and women’s cross country run-
ning teams for the third straight 
year, Anthropology Professor 
Steve Langdon receiving the 
Bullock Prize—the largest single 
award made annually by the UA 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, 
and UAA being noti�ed by 
the 49th State Angel Fund of a 
$1.5M award to the newly es-
tablished Seawolf Venture Fund, 
pending due diligence, are just some of the 
outstanding accomplishments at UAA this fall.

It’s been nonstop in many ways, including the 
number of candidates on campus for provost 
and dean of the  College of Health, College of 
Education and School of 
Engineering. 

 “Topping out” ceremony at 
Kenai Peninsula College’s (KPC) 
Career and Tech Center.

I am pleased to 
provide this one-page 
snapshot of the partner-
ships, programs and achievements at UAA 
moving us toward increased student success 
and ful�llment of our mission to serve the 
state of Alaska.

Best Regards,

Tom Case, Chancellor

UAA men and women’s winning cross country teams. 

Engineering tour for advisors

UAA Chancellor’s Board of Advisors 
received a brie�ng and tour of the 
School of Engineering.  Carla Beam, 
vice president, University Relations and 
president, UA Foundation along with 
Chris Christensen, Associate vice presi-
dent for State Relations o�ered advice on how best to advocate for the 
university. A legislative brie�ng and open house is scheduled for Dec. 4. 

Stay on Track ice cream social

UAA Stay on Track “Meet your 
advisor ice cream social” drew 
more than 300 students who 
told sta� their majors and if they 
knew who their advisors were. 
Advisors from throughout the 
university spoke with students. 

The Third Annual Green & Gold Gala

 Four hundred alumni and friends 
raised over $78,000 for the UAA 
Alumni Scholarship fund and 
turned out to honor Alumni of 
Achievement Carol Comeau, 
Alumni Humanitarian Roald Helge-
sen and Emerging Alumni Leader 
Candice McDonald. 
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A collaboration between 
mechanical engineering professor 
Ste�en Peuker, engineering 
students and industry professionals 
developed three education units 
to be taught in a new thermal 
system design lab made possible 
by cash, equipment and in-kind 
donations from industry partners. 
No university funding was used.

UAA moving forward...
Faculty and staff taking leading roles:
Carol Swartz, Kenai Peninsula College (KPC) Kachemak Bay Campus director and founder of the Kachemak Bay Writers’ 
Conference, received the  2012  Governor’s Award for the Arts and Humanities for her Distinguished Service to the 
Humanities. 

Governor Parnell appointed Dr. Susan Kaplan, Administrative Dean for the College of Health, to the Governor’s Council on 
Disabilities and Special Education (GCDSE). 

Beth Rose, Assistant vice chancellor for Development, is named 2012 Outstanding Professional in Philanthropy by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals, Alaska Chapter.

Governor Parnell appointed April Gale Laktonen Counceller, assistant professor of Alutiiq language and culture at Kodiak 
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A f i ref ighter  with the 
University Fire Department 
douses one of the bonfire 
piles with gasoline before 
Starvation Gulch activities.

Students and officials take 
part in the ribbon-cutting 
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Political Science Faculty Glenn 
Wright in Uganda, Summer 2012
Preparing the groundwork for a study on forest 
conservation in developing countries
This past summer, UAS Assistant Professor of Political Science Glenn 
Wright spent three months in Uganda, preparing the groundwork 
for a study on forest conservation in developing countries. There, 
he worked with a group of ecologists, mathematicians, and social 
scientists to test an experiment which will be used to study why 
some groups of people can effectively conserve forested lands while 
others seem unable. The experiment takes the form of a game where 
players attempt to manage a “forest” made up of wooden blocks.  
Next year, Glenn will return to Uganda with his colleagues to carry 
out the experiment in four rural sites, and a second team will go to 
Bolivia to carry out the same experiment. Results should help us 
understand how to encourage conservation in settings like Uganda 
and Bolivia, where deforestation is a serious problem.

Glenn Wright and Ugandan participants in a forest conservation 
experiment.

Hayes Appointed to Humanities 
Forum Board
Appointment occurred during its annual October 
meeting in Anchorage
The Alaska Humanities Forum board of directors named its new 
executive committee at its annual October meeting in Anchorage. 
The board also welcomed three new board members: Ernestine 
Hayes, an assistant professor of English at the University of Alaska 
Southeast; Mike Chmielewski of Palmer, chief operating officer at 
Radio Free Palmer and Pauline Morris of Kwethluck, a secondary 
teacher at Ket’acik Aap’alluk Memorial School.

Walker Wins WOW International 
Award

Creation honors breast 
cancer victims and 
survivors
Facilities carpenter and wearable 
art artist extraordinaire David 
Walker received the Wellington 
International Award at the World 
of Wearable Arts international 
competition this year in New 
Zealand. His creation honored 
breast cancer victims and 
survivors. The prize was $5000 
plus travel to and from the 
show and competition in 2013. 
Walker has placed in the top 
3 in most of the Wearable Art 
fundraisers for the Juneau Arts 
and Humanities Council.

Hill in D.C.
Inuit Studies conference at the Smithsonian 
Institution
Associate Professor of Anthropology Erica Hill travelled to 
Washington D.C. to attend the Inuit Studies conference at the 
Smithsonian Institution. Erica presented a paper called “Towards 
an Arctic Prehistory of Place." She spent two days doing research in 
the Smithsonian anthropology collections looking at 19th century 
Yup’ik and Inupiaq ivories, painted wooden bowls and ladles. She 
also attended an Inuit art exhibition at the Canadian Embassy and 
visited the “Circle of Animals” art installation by Ai Weiwei at the 
Hirschhorn Museum.

UAA Health Partners to Sitka and 
Juneau – November 14-15
UAA nursing and health programs leadership visited Juneau on 
Nov. 14 and Sitka on Nov. 15 to meet with UAS faculty and staff 
and also to participate jointly in meetings with SE Alaska healthcare 
employers. The goal is to develop common awareness of education 
and training needs and strategies across the UA system to meet 
those needs. With Alaska’s Health Care and Social Assistance 
industries expected to grow by more than 30 percent by 2020, these 
connections will be increasingly more important.
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One Campus One Book and Final 
Evening at Egan Presentations
Yukon College faculty member Randall 
Tetlichi of the Gwitch'in First Nation 
was on the UAS campus as an Elder in 
Residence November 5-9. Mr. Tetlichi 
visited several classes, including the 
UAS freshman seminar and philosophy 
studies, the Wooch.een club at the 
Native Rural Student Center, and 
PITAAS (Preparing Indigenous Teachers 
and Administrators for Alaska Schools) 
students.  He was the featured speaker at 
a well attended Evening at Egan, Friday 
November 9. Mr. Tetlichi is widely 
respected as an esteemed teacher, 
community healer, and tradition bearer, 
and is featured in the 2012 UAS One 
Campus One Book selection, Being 
Caribou by Karsten Heuer.

Mr. Tetlichi is from a family of 16 
children, and was raised in the village 

of Old Crow with the Vuntut Gwitchin tribe. Growing up and as a 
young man, he lived a traditional life. He was taught by 9 0 05as Chin trLional lifl/k selecptUo6com07selecp was 9, the 
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