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Like so many pinpricks in North Slope tundra,
more than 2,000 oil wells penetrate frozen
soil to reach gooey deposits formed millions
of years ago. Heat and stress from deep
within the earth squeeze the viscous liquid
to wellheads with such explosive force that
each represents a disaster waiting to happen.
That threat created a niche for Alaskans who
solved a problem for which oil companies had
No answer.
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